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Dear Mr. Ruebsamen:

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), United States Department
of (né Interior, and State of Louisiana are preparing a Kegional Kestorauion Plan to tacilitate
restoration of natural resources injured by oil spills in-southeastern Louisiana (Region 2). The
Plan is the first of nine regionial plans 10 be developed under the statewide Louisiana Regional
Restoration Planming Prograny, identifying resources that are likely to be injured by an oil
spill, suitable 1ypes of restoration that would be appropriate o compensate for the losses, as
well as existing, planned, or proposed restoration projects in the region.

Region 2 encompasses the Br
Mississippi River basin, delta
witers in the Gulf of Mexico.
and the Mississippi River, Re
Plaguemines barrier systeml,

border 1o the Mississippi Rive

-ton Sound and Barataria hydrologic basins and the lower
plain, and modern Balize (Birdsfoor) delta, including State
Bordercd to the north by the headwaters of Bayou Lafourche
rion 2 extends south to the Caminada-Moreau Headland,
d Birdsfoot delta,-and from Bayou Lzfourche along its western
r and Mississippi River Gulf Outlet along its eastern border.
The following parishes are logated either partly or completely within Region 2: Ascension,
Assumption, Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James,
and St. John the Baptist (see attached map). :

|

NOAA anticipates initiating éssenﬂai Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation with your agency once
the draft Region 2 Plan is completed. To assist us with our assessment of the Plan’s potential
effects on areas of EFH, we ate requesting information on habitats in Region 2 used by
managed species identified in the Gulf of M Ticheries Managemon! Plan. '

Thank you for your attention t-io this request. Please feel free to contact John Rapp at
(225)578-7924 or iohn.rapp @noaa,gov if you have any questions.
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When smalier area, higherl resolution maps

are generated, other commonly occulting
habilats are. Marine/Estuaring (M/E) shore,
Frestwater {FW) shore, M/E submerged
aqualic vegetalion, M/E benthic and
encrusting communities, living reefs,
mangroves swamps, and baflure.
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